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Abstract
Modality Marker “tor(u)” in the lizuka Dialect

Suingt Ocawa
Prefectural University of Kumamoto

Many studies have shown that most of the western Japanese dialects share cognate aspectual
markers, collectively called “sor(u).” The lizuka dialect spoken in lizuka City, however, has
two types of “for(u).” One is an aspectual marker and the other is a modality marker. In
this dialect, the “sor(u)” suffixing to adjectives or copulas expresses a modal meaning, i.e., a
speaker’s assertive judgment about a proposition in the past. This modality marker “for(u)”
has the same characteristics as the typical modality markers.



