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Abstract

Some Fundamental Issues Concerning the Middle Korean Side-dots

REer Fukur
Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, the University of Tokyo

When the Korean alphabet was invented in the 15th century, almost every character written
in this new script was accompanied by one of the ‘side-dots’ which were used to represent
the pitch of the syllable. This paper tries to answer the following fundamental and not yet
fully resolved questions concerning side-dots: (1) the reason why side-dots were recorded, (2)
why they used side-dots, instead of drawing small circles at the four corners of a character
which was a more traditional way of representing tones, (3) why and how texts without side-
dots notation increased towards the end of the 16th century, and finally (4) the linguistic
background of the writers of Middle Korean texts, i.e., which dialect they spoke. Answering
these questions leads to a better understanding of the historical change of the prosodic
system of this language.



