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Abstract
On the Usages of Three Tangut ‘Distal’ Demonstrative Pronouns

SHINTARO ARAKAWA
Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Tangut has three demonstrative pronouns for ‘that’: A) %t “#ha:, B) %5 *tha:, and C) ¥ “tha..
A and B are distinguished in Tangut script by different characters and in speech by different
tones. B and C are pronounced the same but distinguished by different characters. Thus
far, no previous work has presented the criteria speakers use to decide which of the three
demonstrative pronouns to use in a certain context.

In this study, the distributions of the demonstrative pronouns are investigated in some
Buddhist texts, and the following tendencies are revealed: A is followed by nouns, %i:» ‘with,’
Tbyu ‘cause,’ “she: ‘cause,’ “ngu ‘with, by, and so on, whereas B is followed by “%: ‘of, to,” ‘chya
‘over, ’kha ‘between,’ ?u ‘in,’ and so on.

In conclusion, A and B basically demonstrate complementary distribution: most
instances of A precede nouns (including noun phrases), while the remainder are followed by
one of the postpositions meaning ‘accompanying.’In contrast, the instances of B are followed
by one of the postpositions meaning ‘of, to’ or are related to some locative meaning.

Furthermore, it is suggested that C functions as an anaphor when used in certain
environments, although there are insufficient examples to confirm this hypothesis.



