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FEHR, MK D MC ZN7 L3k & U CHIRNIHEREG 2SR SN S 2 BT s h
bo —J, (10vii) & (10xii) 1% SC=ST Z&H, ZHIZE Y SC 27T 5 MR IE ST &
DOBEBRTORREREIND Z LI 5,



HAGE EZR AR B AR I O IF AR 17

MEZ DX, AaBiThb. A-a HOMBEIIMHN R Z & ), M RERREG 2
HETHNT, (36a) & (36b) EDBITHAT. ZO—HT, AaHONEEIX
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Wiz, (10i) & (10iv) XA I,

(10ii) MC < ST < SC
5 %7
(10iv)  SC < ST < MC
5 VI

Z IS ORI BIFRIC B TH SC It AR O X HNZ B L TAIfEE T

AR R AN [0 ] AR S 2 SR BT SR Tl e £, EEHEOE L 2 [HK]
ThLAVMELE > TV RITER SNV,



H ARG L ZHR LR B BRI O WF IR 19

Hho ThbL, SCIE, (10i) IZBWTIESTIZHRITT A2 LVER LS (i
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Abstract
Tense Interpretation of the Internally-Headed Relative Clause

Construction in Japanese

Masuniro NoMURA

Hokkaido University

This paper aims to provide a thorough description of the tense interpretation of the Japanese
internally-headed relative clause construction. By closely examining the range of temporal
order relationships that may hold among main-clause event time (IMC), subordinate-clause
event time (SC) and speech time (ST) in each of the combinations of the tense markers
(—ru and —fa) taken by the main-clause verb and the subordinate-clause verb, we argue
that internally-headed relative clauses can be grouped into three classes: Class A, where
SC permits alternate tense markers according to the absolute/relative tense distinction,
Class B, where SC receives absolute tense interpretation, and Class C, where SC appears
ambiguous as to the absolute/relative tense distinction. As for Class C, an attempt is made
to disambiguate its tense interpretation by testing collocation with time adverbials. Finally,
we show that Mihara’s (1992) “tense perspective” proves valid only for Class A, claiming that
this is because “tense perspective” can be regarded as a generalization for guaranteeing one-
to-one correspondence between meaning (i.e. absolute vs. relative tense) and form (i.e. —ru
vs. —ta) in subordinate clauses.



