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Abstract

Three Interrogative Particles at Sentence-Final Position in Jino

Norihiko HayasHI
(Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)

Jino is spoken by the Jino minority living in Xishuangbanna Autono-
mous State, Yunnan Province, China. It belongs to the Lolo-Burmese
branch of the Tibeto-Burman family. This paper describes the alterna-
tions of the Jino interrogative particles -la*, -za** and -a*. Previous works
(e.g., Gai 1986) mention no such criteria. The analysis of my collected
data concludes that the formal criteria and the semantic criteria interact
to determine the occurrence of particles in interrogative sentences. The

formal criteria for the occurrence of the particles follow:

(i)  -la* occurs in response to Yes-No questions.
(ii) -za* can follow the verbal predicate of Yes-No questions and Wh-
questions.

(iii) -a* can follow the nominal predicate of Wh-questions.

However, @ can follow the nominal predicate of Wh-questions whose
subject is kho™ su> “who,” and can directly follow wh- words that are not
interrogative pronouns. Under these two conditions, -a* basically cannot
appear, though there are some exceptions. Furthermore, the following
two semantic criteria constrain the occurrence of -la** and -2a® in the

Yes-No questions:

(iv) If an inquiry concerning the entire sentence is being made, -/a*> may
occur.
(v) If an inquiry concerning only part of the sentence is being made, -

na* may occur.

(Z#HH 2006529 H 4 H REERSZMEA 2007418 13 H)



