JeEGE D better off 1§ IO T
RAFERE RAMERE RS

X —U— K : JFE, WL, better off 30, AT 4 A L, PGS L REH

FC®IC

X%%Ti YEEED better off XP IS FESKHE &M ST SCIE OB 2T 5 (Goldberg 1995, 2006;
Hilpert 2014) . better—off 1ZIEZ 5 well-off DR & v, BH IR DOFORHETHWHIL D,

(1) He is now better off (than before). (1L (LARTL V) BHH LAIEARW)

(2) He will be better off financially. (% IX&E B CTHEICRDTEA D)
—Ji. better off 1TI%, XP 3L, [JEHEL R HMREL D XP NRTREBOLFNELTHD] LW

IEWRERTHIELRLND,

(3) She is better off {with/without} me. (ZITFLE {5 W72 739 £ < <)

(4) I'dbe better off at home with all those kids! (Z D77 b EZIZEDLFNBELIEAD)

(5) Maybe I'd be betteroﬁ’lnjall (BZELL, FBFCASTWDLIEBELEAD)
F72. XP ONLEICIZBIE ST, @ESF ., TBEFD L 572, better of |25 T HHF L L TIEE
A AEE & S D5 ’775%&1‘7&‘5 EbdH D,

(6) He is better off {buying/learning} it. (&1L {ZNEH -7 FOEREL T TNE L)

(7) 'm better off {left alone/gone from here}. ({— ABV RSN/ ZZ0bli7e} HARELE)

(8) I'm better off {dead/alone}. ({FEATZ/ —ANTWB} HFNELE)
(3)-(8) T/~ L 72 better off XP IZITTEF & EIR D CABLAIMED B 645 72O (construction) &
HIeE% (LUF, BOMSCEFES), BROE TIX, 43 L HIIRINICIIIR SR W BHEDORDL A
T, FORPLUT T XP DRIIRNOIFNELTHDLHZEERLTWVD, £, ﬁ?f@ﬁ’(‘
L. XP ONLEZ, BFEDF, BESF., TR E, better off |ZHefe 3 D HFE L L CTIESUEMIC
HH & S %G /775)@%3@5 ARFEFK TIX, British National Corpus (BNC), Corpus of Contempomry
American English (COCA), Corpus oszstorzcal American English (COHA) &\ D 3 DD a3 — /XA %
% Z LT, BO MR ORLREN « BIRAY « SRGEERVRE A B B 2NN T 5,

2. 4T 4 F LEX EREEMLKEE

RESCIEIC B AL OERIISLT LH —E L TWARTITARWVA, — Iz, ik s
BeDxt (a form-meaning pair) 7°5 725 SN TH H & 45 (Fillmore et al. 1988; Goldberg
1995), E7z. WX ZRET H-DDEME LT, BREERODR &S =10 50 OARHHIE
MRLID Z ENEIN TV D, Hilpert (2014) TiX, #3E L TRET DHODOHRMELE LTO)
D4 [EZET D,

(9) (a) RELOEADPHEN 2D ONLHBLL TWDHNE I D, (FERERY 72 A LRI M)
(b) REDIERERN 72 BIRAARET D0 E 9 D, (BRI 72 FERERIME)
(c) RIBUFFFERAZRHIIN H D0 E 5 D, (FHUZRFA OHIFI)
(d) HRHEICaar— a VOBIHERH D008 9 D, (zmaAr—3 g o OELH)

ZD4DIZHE L TWD AL, REUTM OO ARFAIMEN RO 5720, 2kt =2=y & L TR
BT LO2MNERDH LR TH D, MEROHEFIETIL, FIZOa) & Ob)DIEHEL W THELZRET S 2
EMNEM TN, a—NARERK LT, BRSNS SRR EHRICOWT S EENIRE S
X T o =HAE, (90)RO0d)D L ) R IHEICHONWT I ZRET HHEERFHMNMY Lo TW 5,

HESCITIXFERE D K 5 e Bl BARAY 72 & O 0 b RIS SC O X 5 ITEHME DG b D E T
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GFHET D, T, BT VIRLEZ 2 5EEHOR LS5 720, REWICSFE#AZE O
BRSO OR GG ORI A iR < K3 5 L RRFIC, AiEOSURE HEEZTHZ &b, W
ﬁm@ CRLIAMT kAR 7o B RE R EE R R %ﬁoo%ii&fi Glodberg (1995)% XL & L
. BUETHHEBEM SR P LR BRI RTH D08, KGR OIS AR U 2781
mmmmmuw%)%ibbm%®@#%ﬁﬁb\:~Axh%&LT§%@ﬁmiW%k£_%
BTXDHHIE, WSUCUEOEREERT —~ & 725 TW%  (Verhagen 2005; Hilpert 2018) ,

3. better of X DR & Bk

ARGH) 72 2 — R AGHEIC A DRNC, AHiTIE, Hilpert 2014) TRENTHELEZRETHT20DD 4
DODOHUE (=(9)) OHFTYH, gm&\ﬁf CDZENTELFHE DML FE — OIAEL VT,
better off XP IS MBI 72 & 728 5 A BT 5,

31 FE—DEE  HENLGTRAM

better off XP O XP I\ ZIFHFEHNC KA R ER N BIAN D, betterojj"i a7, BALCH D &
D BWAROET T 503, BATICHEEAD < Ha . —MAICIX, #iRER ORI AT E A B
YU I'mfond of sweets D X HIZF 5, — )5, better off © XP DALEIZIL, B)4)(5)D X 5 ZeriEia i
FTiER< (6)(7)(8)0)1:Ef TR BESE, RO L D ek ;tfﬁnm\ BRIAHELT S, &
iz, XP ZiE, H—*fﬁaﬁaﬁfoerhm%aatﬂdt BARIFEANHBL L, AF0R4 GBIV &0 S il
%ﬁ%héo

3.2 EOEE SR IEERMY

BEHROMm TS, BOMSC (better off XP) 1T NI CE 2 WERNEL 5, F—I2,
XP 75‘3%%3“%‘* (TFEAT SONR THAZRE « IE7RAYL _/Témm\ H-XP NEJIRE L XL EN D, ’“’“—ﬁ:

ITEEEICE o T E LWERBEAER TN, ZOFEITNT L —iHE R j’ob\fﬁ?i LWEHERET

3?)%5%3 T TTIX72 N, better off dead %L_’W 295 &, dead I NN AFF Lb\«lj( el E = AN A/
& o TEXP BET alive DIRREIZHARTE LAgREEE 52 5, =10, SRAZDIRGE - Fh8
XL 6 3 L b — ikl Jljfib< 7RUVIRTE - FHEA nﬁ%ﬁ@&t&)\ FE R 72 58 IR0
FRRMWE LT 22D, better off dead FEATENEHIMNE L) bmiRRIE LT, AYITFEITTZW
DI TERNGEICOLHWLND,

PLED X ST, better off XP 1T E BEHRDOX 5720 | B & EHRO M E THRFAMWER R 515
728, SEOEEIIHE L E L TSHEIRNICEZ LTS EEZ LD,

W

better off XPl—| (Rl & 72 BIRBUCKI L T) ~ Lz iddE L7
[z Ek

4. BNC % F L 1z better off X DML HE

AHiTlEZ, BNC World Edition % Fi\ Tz better off 1 L D TE W72 FHE 1T 5. BNC 13K 1 (EiEDEL
ﬁ4%)3%5ﬁ%@é:—AXT%D EEXSEN O, FHLSED 1 FITHREN TV, K
HFTIX. BNC )5 better off D4 871 il % =7 B /VZHH L= 9 2T, &HIIC 6 DOEE %59
%2 LT, better off DIRH TN EFAE Lz, VLKL, BFOLOTH S,

V72U, -ing IEERBAT L B D L -ing IRITATEFI T & 5 of 1CHAET 22D ARBAI L 1TE 272
VY, L Ly 844 L3S RIS, off DRICAFRPRAFITEN R VR Z BB T 5 &, -ing TRITH
fEsyal EHER S D,
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# B fiE
(1) | SUERZR BRI AR AFARY
Q) | EX VT4 EFRLOMLE BhEhga), VLR
(3) | better off TJDIKHE FRERE, BORRE, 4 HE
4) | XDOEFE 1, you, he, she, 72 &
(5) | XP OfE%H BUEoraal, LS, A, RiEmaR &
(6) | & rEft ik EXFEGELSE

#1

0% BNC OFERIFAEICESWTRE LT-, FRfEEICBW T,

RBEhE & DILENBE TH -7,

4.1 BO X DIREER - ERMITHEFH

AN, BNC \ZBLIVT= better off D42 871

R EAE

Blo ¥R

BO #3CI1x, — AR, AR ERE

A (13)
IRIEME (9)
better off’ XP 7L (297)°

(871) I AR HLAIRY (381)
(858) (849) XP HY A (14)
(552) AHAE (171) | @ESF (4)
BUE 5y (153)

#2  BNCIZIUT D better off DFEREIZIER L7243

better off 1Z1%, £t L THER AN Z R T H D (the better off may use ...) X°, [REHETHWL
%t D (the better off people) b & > 7223, 98%LL ENFEEHIETH WL LTV, BEkHED 5 b,
552 BNZIII 5220 XP 23 &M L TR D, CERETIE, [XP OFNELE] L) BRER > T
7o (10)TIX, KREFFEDOELERZR LD XPHV | (Tbb, BOHEL) OFl%ETT,
(10) (a) If that’s what was going to happen, then the girl’s better off dead!  [JE4¥7i]
(b) [Y]ou would be better off studying the manual to learn each specific task.  [Bi1E ) 7]
(c) ... an uneasy base behind which singer Bliss Blood (yes, her real name!) weaves her matter-of-fact

tracts on bondage, desire and things that would be better off locked safely away.  [8 7257 7]
(d) Stories about being better off out of work apply only to relatively few people, ...  [Ri{&E &)

(e) I said you’d be better off to book into a guest house.  [to NiE ]
TERTNCHRET D EREHESGEOBLAN OB XD L. (102)0 (10T AHHIF 22 XP 2 H D 23,
(10d) & (10e)ITHHNT 72 XP # WD & Aot D, —J5, XP OALEICIZAFCRLAFTBN LV, 2
DRZEBETDHE, XP ITADERIIH L TUL, WEELZHNTHLERDO S 2 —KbA21T9 2 &%
TERW—FT, XP BRT OB —EDORHBIRIEZ R > TIREETH 2008 9 & ) HEER) 72
WHRICHERT D2 & TRY BT DEF 2D,

WIZ, XPIZADEREZBERIIZRA TN &0 XPIZIT MR £ LWFEBTIE AR, Pk
FRELMHE L RWFEEBLBNOMEMN RSN D, R, XP NIBEAFRCHTE R OSGE4FE L <

> Z ZITiX. Overall your health would be a lot better off your cigarette (F&J531%. % /32 W72 J7 A
EFRIZ 72 BUWNEA D) DXL D72, better + off your cigarette & W) #EEZFFO 1l b S END,

P R SCE OB TIXXP IS A D IEAF ., 537, jifiE s ), A E AL IE 7 1 2 B (non-processual
relationship) &K T EHHZ &L LT, HWiEMICE LD L T& % (Langacker 2008: Ch. 4)
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7R WNEEREDN BN B fE M3 B 5 417z (dead, alone, unaware, single, unborn, out-of-work) , Z 41 5 D 3Tl
AT ARIZB W TCEEEIC L o TRITANLNEHWEENE L TB Y, TOFREICH UL, —RI
WIZERL 2WEHDONTWARETH->TH, FRE LW FEEZRITWES,

4.2 BO XD REEM T 4FE

ATETOHZIT, XP DNEITIRREIT AT SOIRD HARE SN D IREE & 1IN TH 5 L7223, BO
RESCTEATONR & BB B 0 | FREEN T EDOREH R ERE 2 FF oL Th 5, £ T,
BO #CAEA SN ARPUCTER LTHE LT WERZ LD & 58 & kBhEE & oI EfRIC
(A A /L DTz,

WU, BNC EARDH T better off IZxFT % F5ED N & {EBEN GO AR ORI 2 5720,
BNCIZHIID better off & TiED NFR/IEBENG OESEE A2 2X2 D7 v AEFHFEEH W CEE LT,
il & LT 3R 3 L34 Tld. better of \ZKT % — ANHRD I & ByEhFA might DIGEBIRZHEFH LT\ 5,

better off | — better off &Et better off | — better off =1
I 41 850668 850709 might 17 59050 59067
-1 830 9,354,761 9,355,591 — might 854 10,146,379 | 10,147,233
&Et 871 10,205,429 | 10,206,300 &t 871 10,205,429 | 10,206,300
3 better off FESL & — NP4 FAl D L R A 4 better off WESL & might O L AHE

BNC N L D#EUZ ST Stefanowitsch and Gries (2003)D4E5H 4 AW T WD, Z OFEFHFRITH L
THA ZRIREZAT T2 & T A, better off 1%, 1EBNEGI & — AFR/ ZAHORFGIZR LT, AER
FEOOX DB INT, S DIT, better off DFLREIZEBNT XP BB HGH L RWEAITHIT T
A ZRIREZAT S TR, WM& OMIZITAEREN AL,

XP7Z2L | XPHY | At XP7Z2L | XPHY | &t

modal 72 L 214 344 558 3 NPRERE 228 361 589
modal & ¥ 83 208 291 1.2 AFREFE 69 191 260
ARt 297 552 849 =1 297 552 849

5 better off DFEGERIEIZBIT 5
XP & LB O LS

6 better off DFEGEREIZBIT 5
XP & R4 Rl DIk S

FREDRE S, BEb AL THEDLIVTN D better off O 849 il 5 & (EBhENE & — AFF « ZAFRORA
FNEE BIZXP BoHHE L OO OERHRIZEN>T, DFEV | better off IZIXIRD L 5 7234
—UNBIE ST,
(11) (a) I would be better off in Canada, free of all these tethers.
(b) ... you may be better off working closer to home.
(c) We’d be better off to save the money.
LU EDFRERIZHEASNT, BOM LB FFOAFT —vHIRHELZGLT & RTOLIICTELDOBND,

e A7 SR E0 (modal) s XP (HEPHFEE)
LA L you, we, | would, may, might, will, piEa) (GRS if ~

. e . be better off . i o
IRRE - FRe Z D1, can, 73 & MNETIRHEE) with/without~

#7 BOMXDAF—~ S
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£ 7T HRT LI, BO HEUIFATIART RSN TV DRIBICK LT, BARDKEDOHTHEWE T
RLTWD, TOBR, (12)D X512, BLLKEOFTNENVE SNDHHEPH, XP DRICHIRAYIZE
noHb 65,
(12) (a) ... you’d be better off joining it at the back if you’re gonna join it.
(b) ... the customer would be better off buying now with any credit arrangement charging under 30
per cent a year.

4.3 EE : better off DEXEERI - FERARA L

UL EDORERIZEASNWT, BO XA FF OGRS Z £ L 0 5 & BO A SUTILR ) I ITFREE N
TIROERELZ RIS LB Z BND,

F—IZ, BOMUIA L Z )V« AR—RA%NLH BT HAR—2EAFKIL (space builder) & LT
TEZFD, DFED, BO EXAMHT 5 LT, FEFIL. AT IRTER RSN TV D ELFOIREE
ENTI 2 D RIE RAEAR—RZB N TR LTS, £72, BO XA HIMTA XL AA~R— 2
REANTDHZEH U, EBIENE (would, might, 72 &) <2 if fi. with/without Tl & & HITAR—2R
ZEANTLZEbHDH, BEAS—ZORIEFHTATEAN S NVTARBAN— R8BI D RPUT L
I, BHEZDT D, BEAR—ZEBIT HRNITET b, REAR—=ZANIZEBNT XP 2
FTRID, GEFIC & > T E LVRILE L TEIEN D,

12, BOMESUIFEEATACE U THRE L T, #x 223855 %0 /1 (illocutionary force) % ##-D,

(13) (a) But you’d be much better off with someone else. [B1 5]

(b) You may be better off going to the RSPCA ... [#£%]

(c) You’re better off leaving them there, for Christ’s sake. [Z&/f]

(d) I am better off without you. [ L]
FHEATAXE LTOMHIZ, FRrZ, — AR ZAMOEFBLFFOHGEICHEETH D, HHOLHEFIC
LT I~DHNRELE] LES LG, ZAMBEFBOLAIL, BIE] O X5 RBEHATA LT
Vo BT, FHFICKTHUEORENRS 7ed & 1B B oL 5727805, —FH, —
NN FEFEOLEIX, X TT 4 TIREBIC o Te TR E L] EARBEARXR—ATIRTHZ LT,
BRIZZO XS RFRIZEOZVEIICTHFIKRI LT B L] 235 K5 AELRLLD,

5. better off ICEAY % E D DERAE
AMFECTiL. Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)& Corpus of Historical American
English (COHA)Z FIV~T, BOMESUZET 2R D 2 DO EERMICET & BT 72,

(14) (a) BO #§ U AEFER 72T TH D D,
(b) BO #% 3T better off than XP =2 better off being XP \Z331F 5 than =<° being DZEME TIL 72\ D,

5.1 EHIFAE 1: BOEXDLEEM

AWFFETIE, S ERBEOBUROT A U B HGENIEE I N TS COCA # T 5 Z & T, BO X
OBNRIGFE BT DAEEZRGE LT, 2 2 Tld, COCA Z R\ T, BO#ESINGD XPAEIZ 1L
DRI WEE (hapaxes) DFHEZIT- 724 PHEDI-D, COCA THWLNTWATIEZ Z&2FIH L
T, SUENRARHAMER A 6D XP IZHN DA, BIEDE, WESFHOREZTo7-, £O
FER BRI TIZ 124D X A 7D 5 5 49 @D (40%)  BAES 5 Tl 1046 % A 7D H 5 304 {# (29%)
2, WMESTFTITZABEOZ A T 55 2D (50%) °, hapax TH D Z L NHS ISR -7, KT,

Y EOARD FT, 1 AT I S EE (hapax) OEIAIIHECRA F—~ DAEFERDOIRIE L 72 5,
SMEESF DX A TEDND I, ZHUE. COCA DOIEX ZAHFIZHESNTWS, wmESFOF
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XP WBUE R & AT DG AT, W AEREMEDN RO 2 s RS S vz,

5.2 HHIMAE 2

BO #3CTl. better off dead <2 better off left alone @ X 512, XP (L& IZTEA R0 5575 23 Bl 3L
ERZRAHBIMERN R o266 Ao d, — T SUERIC AR \—ﬁZZ)%JOD I, TS D%

FOEMIZE DO TIT RV E NI R HAEL D, £ T, AFERTIX, better off XP IZxF L T,
%@é‘lfé BT & A7 D better off being XP X° better off than XP % B354t L LT, (1) 3 2DAIDH
B & | (i) 3 DOHOHFO XPIZHN D REHOZHMED ik 2 COCA & COHA % IV THT > 72,
ZORER, WRFHRFRA T H IR ZRFRA TH . BOMIO G A HELIEH L %L <. XPIZBNDFE
R TH D120, BO L HLR HEME & 1TV EDNRIE ST,

6. FLHLLSHDEE

AFEFROFTEDORER, BO ML (better off XP) 1IMEXLEFRET HTHOD 4 SOOI - LT\
5T ENHEREI Nz, 7o, HETIHFEOPFHALS BO #E ST LATRICE W TR SN FRESC
KEE & 1T R DRAE 2 AL S 2 U CRGERI R EE 2 Ff D L [RIFRFIC, FHEENI N 2RI TH D
T EMHER S, 5T, B - SERFFAAIC LV . BO BSUIBUR T HAEMENEWESCT
bHRE B HEMKT ifoﬁb\'ﬁﬁ)ﬁﬁwéﬂto PLEDOFER NS BO #3CIX, let alone 1%L (Fillmore
etal. 1988) . Sarcastic much?% X (Hilpart 2018) ® KL 512, APEMED &< . BRI EIHE & E< BY
LT w6 s,

(2% 3Lik)
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(z—,32R)

British National Corpus (BNC)

Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)

Corpus of Historical American English (COHA)

(213 COCA IZBW T BRFNZHEINTND b O b R b7 (5] But sometimes a problem is better
off left unfixed) ,
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